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REMARKS ON THE “ POTTER AND THE CLAY.” 


ROMANS IX. 21. 
Flath not the potter power over the ciay of the same 
lump, to ‘make one vessel unto honour and another unto 
lishonour ? 


THE Scripture has been often made a subjec* 
of warm debate, among the various sects professing 
Christianity ; and is generally adduced by those w ho 
hold to the doctrine of fate, to prove that God in the 
beginning as a Sovereign agent, without respeet to vir- 
tue or vice, holiness or sin, made one man for salvation, 
and another for damnation ; as the uncontrolled pot- 
ter maketh, of equal clay, one, vessel unto honour and 
another unto dishonour: but this application of the 
subject, appears to be very foreign from the plain in- 
tention of the inspired writer. 1, It is very evident, 
that the apostle was in this chapter writing concern- 
ing nations, and endeavouring to shew, that notwith- 
standing the Jews as a nation had been formerly con- 
sidered God’s peculiar or covenant people ; and by 
their religious privileges, had been distingu ished 
from all other nations ; a way was opened by the gos- 
pel, whereby all other nations might enjoy religious 
privileges as well as the Jews. And in elucid: ting 
this interesting subject, he clearly proved, that the 
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promises made unto Abraham, did not necessarily in- 
clude all his descendants, or nsitural seed ; but that it 
pointed particularly to Christ, and included none but 
such as were genuine believers in him. And to silence 
the murmuring of the Jews, he sheweth Gods absolute 
power in disposing of nations, according as they obey 
or disobey him. And that God having in Christ ful- 
filled allhis promises to the Jewish nations s, he could 
not be considered unrighteous in bestowing his unmer- 
ited mercy on whom he pleased, whether they were 
Jews or Gentiles. He therefore asks the question, 
“Ts there unrighteousness with God ” And answers it 
with emphasis, “ God forbid.” “ For he saith to Mo 
ses, | will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I will have com- 
passion.” And to the intent that all his brethren might 
see that their salvation was entirely of grace, He saith; 
“It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” And at the 
same time, to shew God’s supreme prerogative, and 
absolute power over all his rational breatunes, to deal 
with them, and to bestow upon them his mercies, or, to 
inflict his righteous judgments, according as they 
please, or displease him, he therefore mentions Phar- 
aoh, as a monument, or example of divine wrath, who 
on account of his audacious wicl cedness, and multipli- 
ed crimes against God, was left to hardness of heart, 
and final impenitency. And notwithstanding he was 
sufficiently ripe for destruction ; it pleased God to 
raise him up, or to make hem stand (As the original 
seems to signify) that is to uphold him ina cor poreal 
state & in office ; while he might in a public and open 
manner, according to the demerit of his crimes, pour 
upon him the storm of his wrath, in a multiplicity of 
plagues, and finally condemn him, and his wicked sub- 
jects, with an overthrow i in the red sea. And all this 
God did that he might shew his power in Pharaoh, and 
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that his own name might be declared throughout all 
the earth, that is, that others might learn obedience 
to God by this example. Some persons suppose 
that -the words, “ even for this same purpose 
have I raised thee up” &c ;_ Mean, that God design+ 
ed him for that purpose when he made him; and de- 
creed all his conduct from the beginning of the world, 
but ifthat had been the case, Pharaoh would only 
have answered the end of his creation, and could not 
have had any conscience of sin, and would have been 
doing the declarative will of God. And allowing that 
hypothesis, he must needs have ser jel : very happy 
creature ; for Christ says, Mat. XII. 5 “ For whe- 
soever shall do the will of my father which is in heav- 
en, the same is my brother, my sister, and mother.” 
‘But be not deceived, God is not mocked, for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” God 
rules in the kingdoms of men, &setteth up whom he will, 
and he requires implicit obedience of all these w hom 
he exalts to power or privileges, and deals with 
them severally according as they obey or disobey him. 
The apostle says “therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
That is to say, he will have mercy on all such as hear 
his calls and obey his voice and submit to his govern- 
ment. But ke will harden all such as re ject his calls 
refuse his grace, and despise his government. Few. 
ever, we are not to understand that God hardens mens 
hearts any other way than judicially ; 1e, not by in- 
fusing any thing into ‘their hearts, to m ake them more 
inflexible ; but by withdrawing his agerieved spirit, 
and leaving them in a stste of final impenitency. 
2, To elucidate this idea, the apostle asks the above 
metiphorical question, * hath not the potter power over 
the clay of the same lurap to make one vessel unto 
honour and another unto dishonour?” And then adds, 
“ what if God willing to shew his wrath and to make 
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his power known, endured with much long suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruetion : and that he 

might make known the riches of his glory on ‘the.ves- 

sels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glo- 

ry, even us, ‘whom he hath called not of the } jews only, 

but also of the gentiles? As he saith also in Osee, | 

will call them my people, which were not my people, 

and her beloved which was not beloved. And it shall 

come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto 

them, ye are not my people, there shall they be call- 

ed, the children of the living God.” These sayings, 

ig not appear to accord very ‘well with the notion, that 
God, without respect to virtue or vice, holiness or sin; 
made one man for salvation and another for damna- 
tion. The question propounded by the apostle, “ hath 
not the potter power over the clay &c ? clearly pre- 
supposes, that the potter possesses that power over all 
the clay he works ; ie, of the same lump, to make one 
vessel unto honour and another unto dishonour. But 
if we admit the suppositien, that God made one man 
for salvation, and another for damnation ; and that 
that part which he at first designed for salvation, must 
necessarily be saved ; and that part designed for dam- 
nation must unavoidably be damned ; We deny that 
power in God, which we allow ina maker of earthen 
ware. For it is evident, that a potter has power over 
the clay of the same lump, to make one vessel unto 
honour and another unto dishonour. I would here 
remark, that I think our opponents misapply this text 
more for want of an acquaintance with the work of a 
potter, and for want of a knowledge of the terms he 
makes use of, than for a want of a good intentions For 
instance, the potter calls the whole quantity of clay of 
which he purposes to form his variety, “ the mass.” 
And that quantity which he selects to form an individ- 
ual vessel of, he calls a lump. Therefore, in order 
to make the text prove eternal election and reproba- 
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tion; te must understand something which we do 


not read ; ie. we must understand mass instead of 


f lump. And I believe that it is always the case with 


those who believe that famous system, that in order 
to make it a consistent theory ; they are always obli- 
ged to understand some secret decree, which was nev- 
er made known ; or, to believe in a will, which was 
never revealed in the holy scriptures. “ But to the 
law, and to the testimony, if they speak not agreea+ 
bly to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” 

However, if my candid reader will turn his atter 
tion but a moment to the passage to which the apostle 
refers ; and from which he doubtless borrowed the 
similitude ; he will there see the whole matter elucida- 
ted and explained by Jehovah himself, and opened to 
the weakest understanding. See Jere. xviii. from thé 
ist, to the 10th verse; “ The word which came fo 
Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, arise and go down 
tothe potters house, and there I will cause thee to 
hear my words. Then! went down to the potters 
house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels, 
and the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the 
hand of the potter; so he made it again another vee 
sel as it seemed good to the potter to make it.” 

Here the candid reader will observe, that the pot- 
ter did not take another /ump of like clay to make thé 
second vessel of, but the same lump of which he madé 
the first. “ Then the word of the Lord came unto 
me saying O house of Israel cannot I do with you as 
this potter ? saith the Lord. At what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation, and concerning a king- 
dom, to pluck up, to pull down and to destroy it; If 
that nation against whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought 
to do untothem. And at what instant J shall speak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom to 
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build and to plant it, if it do evil in my sight, that ; 
obey not my voice, then_I will repent of the good 
wherewith f said I would benefit them.” 

What can be plainer than this? The potter had 
power over the clay of the same lump when mould. 
ing it intoa vessel unto honour; if it marred in his 
hand, to make it again into a vessel unto dishonour, 
So God has power over the nations, and can deal with 
them just as the potter dealt with the clay. That is, 
if a nation do evil in Gods sight so as to provoke him 
to wrath, and cause him to pronounce the sentence oi 
destruction against them ; if they turn from their evil, 
and amend their ways and their doings ; then he will 
revoke the sentence ; or repent him of the evil that he 
thought todo unto them. ‘This mode of divine con. 
duct, we have clearly examplified in the case of Nin- 
eveh. The Ninevi ites, were audaciously wicked, anc 


‘the magnitude of their crimes was such, that Goc 


gaid he would overthrow their city within forty days 

and sent his servant Jonah to denounce the sentence. 
“ Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

‘The decree was absolute. But when the people ot 
Nineveh believed God, and repented at the preach- 

ing of Jonah, and publicly confessed and forsook 
those crying sins which had provoked Gods wrath, 
and called aloud for his judgments, the cause being 
removed, the judgments of course were averted. For 
as soon as the king arose from his throne, and laid a- 
side his robe of royalty, and covered himself with 
sackcloth and sat in ashes : in humble contrition be- 
fore God ; and by a decree of himself and his nobles 
proclaime da fas rt srying, “ Let neither man nor beast, 

herd nor flock, taste any thing, let them not feed nor 
drink water ; oe let man and beast be covered with 
urteiiak anid cry mightily unto God, yea, let them 
turn every one from his evil w ay, and from the vio- 
lence that is in their hands, w ho can tell if God will 











> turn and repent, and tarn away from his fierce anger, 
> that we perish not.” God saw their works ‘that they 
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| wrned from.their evil, and God repented of the evil 


that he said he would do unto them, and did it not. 
The fact is,.as soon as they believed God’s decree, 
and repented of their sins and made decree them- 


» selves, to abandon those enormities which oceasioned 


the denunciation ; there being no occasion of its exe 
cution, God’s decree of course was revoked, and the 
city was spared. God is unchangeable in his holy 
nature ane always stands opposed to sin ; and with 
Him there is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 


| ing; yet, his divine attributes are such, that he invari- 


ably changes his way of dealing with us, as any 
change takes place in us. Hence, he is said to be an- 
cry with the wicked every day ; and that his wrath 
abideth on the unbeliever: Yet, he is all love and 
mercy to the repenting, and returning sinner ; and 
altho, their sins may be as scarlet & as crimson, he will 
make them as snow and wool. Yea, he will receive 
them graciously, and love them freely, and pardoa 
them abundantly for his own namesake. Again, we 
shall see the same mode of divine dealing exemplified 
toward the nation ofthe Jews. If we suffer our minds 
for a moment, to trace their history, from the time of 
their coming out of Egypt, to the time of the crucifix- 
ion of our Saviour; a period of about 1500 years ; 
we shall see the Jump frequently changed, from dis- 
honour to honour; and from honour to dishonour, 
until they became so marred in the hand of the Dr 
vine potter ; that they killed the prophets; and ston» 
ed them that were sent unto them; and rejected 
God’s only son, and crucified the Lord of glory, and 
persecuted his followers. Since that time, they have 
been altogether as a nation, a vessel unto dishonour. 
For their celebrated capital has long since been des- 
troyed—Their magnificent temple demolished 
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Their grand national council dissolyved—and the Scep. i 
tre has departed from Judah, and the lawgiver frog 
between his feet. And for a period of above seven. 
teen centuries, they have been scattered among all 
nations ; and reduced to the most abject and degra. 
ded circumstances, not even allowed to hold any real 
estate in any part of the world, as other citizens (ex, 
cept in the United States) which is a striking proof, 
that the Divine Being, has determined to allow then 
no land for quiet and permanent possession ; Fut that 
which he gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Dy ae 
sacred oath. And I have no doubt, but as soon asf 
they are convinced of their capital error; and he. 
lieve in the true Messiah, who has already come ; and 
as a nation adopt the New Testament, as their rule of 
faith and practice ; they will again be restored to their 
native land; and enjoy religious privileges, which 
will be seven fold greater, than ever their ancestors 
enjoyed at any period under the law dispensation. 
The apostle has illustrated this subject, in a most 
beautiful manner, Rom. xi. 20, and 23. “ Because of 
unbelief they were broken off.” “ If they abide not 
still in unbelief, they shall be grafted in; for God is 
able to graft them in again.” So we see that they are 
still in God’s hand as clay in the hand of the potter, 
and probably now on the wheel, and as soon as they 
come into the condition of the promise, by believing 
in the Lord Jesus Christ ; God is able, willing, and 
ready, to mould them into a vessel unto honour ; : and 
raise them to the most dignified station: not only in 
a national point of view; but as a sample to all other 
believers. For the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall then be established in the top of the mountains 
and shall be exhalted above the hills ; and all nations 
shall flow unto it.” In order therefore, for the com- 
mencement and ushering in of that glorious day, two 
things only seem to be necessary. 1, For the Jews 
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a people to read and believe their own berrpenene® 3 
$nd compare the promises made to re spe tor 
nd the predictions of the prophets, with the $ ai 
which have taken place. And 2. For all me - 
rs, to lay aside all the doctrines & discip mee on “a 
pd by men, and not contained or enjoined in Aw 
red volume ; and take the Holy are : 
uly rule of faith and practice, and deal ne some 
Mpther as they direct. And for the ministers : Ch ‘ 
Ipfall denominations to consider the Bible t - - y 
Mbody of Divinity, and the Holy spirit by w uc is 
yas written, its best expositer ; and compare sci p 
Sure with scripture ; and endeavour as much “ ~ 
Bible, to acquaint themselves with the circumstan : 
vyhich existed among the Jews, and other nations, 2 
he times those scriptures were written ; and : e 
hrist as their pattern; and the apostles a" their 
dearned guides, and strive to imitate him and them ze 
preaching ; and instead of holding up the mace 
and doctrines of men, preach the doctrine that Chris 
and the apostles preached ; that is to say, ar yp 
toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. we 
Thold up the necessity of a crossbearing life ; pr 
Hpractice the ordinances of the gospel as they are 
‘down in the New Testament: In this way, all the 
"true watchmen among the gentiles, would soon ome 
bin the unity of the faith, and see eye to eye ; anc _ 
"this united situation, they would not only be unspeak- 
ably happy among themselves; but would hese a 
most powerful witness to the Jews, of the reality i 1¢ 
Christian religion. And without doubt, the ong 
}wished for day, would then commence, and a 
» would reign from land to land, from sea to sea, an 
ifrom the rivers to the ends of the earth. Two events, 
which have already taken place, would be sufficient 
sto convince all the Jews, (if they would be candid, 
/and believe their own records) that the true Messiah 
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has come and that they have overlooked him, namely 

1. The abolition of their national government, and 3 
The utter destruction of their temple. For Jaco} 
expressly says Gen. xlix. 10. “ The sceptre shall na 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.” And the prophet Hag. 
gai, when speaking of the exceeding glory of the sec 
ond temple, which was built by Zerubbabel ; said, 
“ and the desire-of all nations shall come, and I will 
fill this house with glory.” Hence it is clear, that 
those events were not to take place till after his com 
ing; and as it is evident that they have taken place, 
the Jews must of necessity believe that the true Mes 
siah has-come, and that they have overlooked him, 
Or else, they must acknowledge, that their own scrip- 
tures are false and good for nothing. The latter, | 
suppose-they would not be willing to: own ; and I 
they admit-the former ; they may as well admit, that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the person ; for it is certain, 
that he was the most extraordinary person that histo- 
ry can furnish us with an account of. He was fairer 
than any of the sons‘of men ; andin grace he excel 
led them all—He was meeker than Moses—Patienter 
than Job—Stronger than Sampson—Greater than Jo- 
nas—Mightier than David—Wiser. than Solomon— 
And made and baptized more disciples than John— 
And wrought more miracles while he was here upor 
earth, in abeut three years, than all the men who ev- 
er lived before or since that period. And when the 
Jews, as a nation, shall believe his gospel, and receive 
him as their prophet, priest, and king ; the first fruit 
deing holy, the dump will also be holy ; and they shal! 
again become a vessel unto honour. ‘Therefore, from 
the remarks which have been offered on the potte? 
and clay ; we may infer ; thatas God is the great 
creator, redeemer, and preserver of all mankind, he 
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yoverns them all by special laws, both as*hations and 
snail bs individuals, and having ihade them all moral a- 
nt, and 2 vents ; considers them all responsible to himself, for 


y] 
i Taco nil their thoughts, words, and actions ; and affords 


















shall ho hem all a day and means of grace; and so long as 
bween his heir day of grace lasts, they are in his hand as clay 
shall the nthe hand of the potter; and that he being a just 
het Hag jod and a Saviour, has an absolute right to “bestow 
the sec pon them his unmerited mercies ; or to inflict his 
el; said, _— judgments, according as they obey or diso- 
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“him. Hence it becomes the indispensable duty 
f all mankind, to hearken to his gracious calls, re- 
vent of their sins, and believe in his son Jesus Christ, 
and submit to his righteous government, while he is 
on his mercy seat. Or else they must expect to lie 


him, down in sorrow, and be punished with everlasting 
te SCTIP ME destruction from the presence of the Lord, and the 
atter, | glory of his power, or in other words they ‘will have 


) and iy, go away into everlasting punishment ; while those 
nt, that W ho believe in Jesus, and receive him as their right- 
Certain. eousness, will go into life eternal ; and inherit ‘the 
it histo. kingdom prepared for such from the foundation of the 
S fairerh eon id. 

excel reader, beseech thee, as an embassador for 
enter ® Christ, and a sincere friend to thy soul, to be recon 
van Jo-F ciled to God ; for “ now is the accepted time, and, be- 
fact S hold, now is the day of salvation.” The glorious 
ohn— work of reformation is going on in diflerent parts of 
© upon F the Globe ; and thousands are rallying round the 
ho ev- » standard of gospel liberty, and taking shelter under 
as the ) the balmy wings of the Saviour. Hundreds in this 
eceive F countr y, are flying like clouds before a storm, and as 
| fruit fj E doves to their windows. And all who come with 
y shall | broken hearts, and contrite spirits, are receiv ed gra- 
» from | ciously, lov ed freely, and pardoned abundantly. 
potter 4 None are sent away without a blessing. ‘Trust not ‘to 
great § any clections out of Christ I] charge you, for all the 
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promises are in him, yea and in him amen. Thi 


market of grace is now open—all things are no, 
ready—* and the spirit and the bride say come, an 


let him that heareth say come, and let him that if 
athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take thi 


water of life freely.’ 
“ Free grace, the christians all declare, 
And Christ declares the same : 
Free grace! Free grace ! and you may share 
ily sinners to the Lamb.” 


Late Revivals of Religion. 


. A very glorious revival of religion has recen' 
mes place i in Canterbury N. H. and in the adjac: 
” ns. Elder David Swett, states, that as m: ny 
, have been hopefully converted in that reg 
since the work began ; and that the prospect is s 
one ourageing. 

The account fy om New-Derham N. Hi. stat 
that ‘the reformation still continues and increases 
that town ; the number of converts have increased 
40 or over ; and that 25 have been baptized, and | 
ecived into the fellowship of the Church, since shes 
vival commenced. 

3. A revival has also been lately experienced 
the town of Strafford N. H.and fourteen have be: 
— to that church. 

. It is also stated, that a very glorious revival b 
been recently experienced in Gilmanton and Gilfu 
N. H. and that the prospect is still very encourag 
ing ; but the number of its subjects are not mention¢ 
in the return. 


By alate communication from our brethren 
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are informed that a very glo- 


100 
Elder 
He 


and between 
k- 150, have been hopefully converted there. 
\aron Buzzeil has baptuz = = of that number 
Bs also baptized 20 in Strafford Vt. 

® «. A very wonderful lotic of Immanuels power, 
felt and experi ienced in the cour se of the year 
Vt. brother Pope, who 
nent in 


et the town of f Randol _ 
eye vitness, nd a principal in iStrul 


nnrar an 
i li lal 


rk: states, that about 200 souls. have become 
py recipients of emancipating grace, and have 


ss,into God’s marvelous 
Nathaniel King’s family he is shared 
z y in the blessing. He has baptized many. 
And brother Pope since his ordination has baptized 


> 7 
d from natures darkne 
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Me bout 20. And 1 understand that the congregational 
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ers of Jesus in that town. 
Messengers from the sandy 
vert M. bring reports of love and un: animity among 
5: churches in that region; and of revivals in sever- 
mel places, att particularly in the town of Philips (Me.) 
it, between 40 & 50 have experienced re- 
Jicion for the first time, and 23 have professed their 
t by following him in baptism. We un- 
Bxerstand, also, that the work of the Lord still continues 
lerade (Me.) 
= 8. The good work of God still continues in Parsons- 
pfield, Cornish, and Limerick, Limington &c. our meet- 
ings are crowded ; and great solemnity appears to 
Brest on the minds of the people ; the number of con- 
gyerts is gradually increasing; meetings for baptism 
Bare very frequent ; and the Lord is daily adding to 
such as we hope shall be saved. Doors 


Bthe churches, 
, ingon every hand for preaching, and 
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macidonian cry is frequently heard, “ Come over an¢ 
help us.” The harvest truly is great, but the labor. 
ers are few. 


“ Say not four months, and then comes harvest: 
The fields are white, the harvest near ; 
And he that reaps receiveth itd 
As in Scripture doth appear.” 

Go forth ye reapers, with your sickles ; 
Go labour in the Gospel field ; 

And gather fruit to life eternal, 


And Christ shall be your sun and shieic. 


The number of churches returned since my last. No. 


SANDWICH, . HZ. 
The church in Sandwich is said to be rising ; am. 
a general engagedness among them. Their presex 
number is 156. Ord. Minister, Joseph Quimby. 


SATON, NV. H. 

The church in Eaton, has lately witnessed a glor 
ous out pouring of the spirit, and ingathering of soul: 
Them present number is 55. 

Ordained Minister, Jonathan Woodman.* 


BARTLETT, WN. H. 
The church in Bartlett, stand fast in the faith of th 
gospel. ‘Their present number is 55. 
Ordained Minister, Eld. Hesse! 


‘lider Woodman resides in Effineham 
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ADAMS, N. H. 
Che church in Adams, continues in gospel union, 
nd brotherly love. Their present number Is 52. 


Ordained Minister, Daniel Elkins. 





DURHAM, (Me.) 


The ¢ ire in Durham contains 39 members in 
2 od standing 









 eiedlalaied Minister Christopher Tracy. 
MERIDETH, WN. H. 


| This church I think is situated at the lower part of 
Nhe town near Meridith bridge, and is the 2d. church 
w our order in that town. It was embpdied some 
time past ; but lately revived into fellowship with the 
Bh ited churches. Their preseat number is 52. 
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LATE ORDINATIONS. 
ais Tiba Pope, of Randolph Vt..was ordained .on 
ie q 20th Jan. last. 
a “Be 2. David Swett,a native of Gorham: was ordain- 
LOU. 
ue ged | o the work of the ministry, at New-Durham WV, H. 
t n bas 16th of May last. 
“a & . William Sanders, formerly Deacon, was ordain- 
a | oc] = the work of the ministry, at Strafford NV. H. on 
of souls. 
| the first day of the present month. 
nan. * 
SS eee 
: y 7 led ’ 
h of thell YEARLY MEETING. 
The New-Durham. yearly mecting, convened at 
elton | Sandwich, W. H. on the Sth « lay of the ne month. 
2 A large number of ordeined Ministers. ond licensed 





preachers ; perhaps a larger number than we have 
B 2 
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ever seen before collected on a similar Occasion, 
These were also accompanied by brethren and sis ters 
from distant and different parts. After christian sa 
utation and expressing y our mutual cong satehidiind 
we assembled at the meeting house, and sat for bus. 
ness. And after solemn supplications and songs. 
praise to God, we organized for business in our usu 
form, and proceeded to receive written and verbal ac. 
counts from the several Quarterly Meetings. Ani 
accordingly, the whole forenoon was spent in hearin; 
and telling good news from the dilfendas parts of ow 
little Zior “tn It appeared by the testimonies of | 
ministers of Christ : that God was rev ving his wor! 
in many parts of the country; that the church: 
in general are on the rise; and generally _ strij 
ing to maintain gospel order. Love and harm 
ny pervaded our meeting from the beginning to ty 
end ; and one spirit appeared to animate the wha! 
body. 

In the afternoon, Eli Towne, of Woodsboro, Fre 
erick County, State of Maryland; (formerly a Met 
ocdist m inister) presented C redentials, and recomme 
dations, signed by several justices, and the clerk 
said county &c. be. ce rtifyi ing that he was a man 
regular life, and of good mor: al character and useful 
the cause of religion. After which the went I 
‘Towne; ina very candid and regular manner, 
an account of his conviction of sin, and conversion 
holiness, and his call to the ministry of the gospe 
with a short sketch of his travels in different. stat 
among the Methodists ; and his success in preachi 
the word: but stated that he had ever been dissat 
fied with his infant baptism, as also with some rul 
of discipline among that people. He then manifest 
his entire satisfaction with our order and disciplin 
and desired to become amember. The question th 
being stated to the members composing the meetin: 
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ail voted in the affirmative, and the meeting closed 
with thanksgiving and praise to God. Sabbath day, 
June 9th at an early hour the people reassembled at 
the meeting house ; and after praise and prayer, a 
sermon was delivered, by said Eli ‘Towne, from Mat. 
iv. 19. ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” The assembly was large and attentive, and 
we hope some were taken in the gospel net. In the 
intermission, we repaired to a convenient water ; and 
after solemn praise and prayer, Elder John Buzzell 
led the said Eli down into the water; and baptized 
him in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, agreeable to the commandment given 
by the great head of the church. The scene was truly 
solemn and affecting, a multitude of people attended, 
and behaved with great decency. In the afternoon a 
sermon was delivered by Elder John Buzzell from 
Eph. ui. 8 and 9 “ For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God ; 
not of works lest any man should boast.” This was 
followed by many weighty exhortations and fervent 
prayers; and we trust much good was donein the 
name of the blessed Jesus. Monday 10th of June, 

assembled again at the meeting house for Elders cons 
ference; and after due examination of the candidate, 
and consultation upon the sbject ; We set apart and 
ordained the above named Eli Towne to the work of 
the ministry ; by prayer and the laying on of the 
hands of the Presby tery, &c. &c. He was led to the 
chair by Elder Clement Phinny. Elder Aaron Buzzell 
prayed at the laying on of hands—Elder John Buz 
zell gave the charge, and Elder Enoch Place gave the 
Right hand of fellowship. We then concluded by 
singing the ministers farewell hymn. 


“ Farewell my brethren in the Lord, 


The gospel sounds a jubilee” &c, 
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The scene was truly affecting —The place was 
sweet and awful—It seemed to be none other than the 
house of God, and the very gate of heaven. 


eit 36 316 ee — 
iv FN 


A few remarks upon an extract of a publication, writ- 
ten by Asa Rand, 


ENTITLED 
Two sermons on Christian fellowship. Sard to be preach- 
ed by ham at Gorham Me. October 20, 1816. 


In which publication (after denying all christian fel- 
lowship with a number of other religious denomina- 
tions) He says “ of the Freewill Baptist, nearly the 
same remarks respecting the scriptures apply to this 
sect. "They often speak in terms of irreverence and 
even contempt of the sacred volume. Often have I 
heard among them myself, that the Bible is not the 
word of God. Their preachers, and exhorters pre- 
tend to speak what is given them immediately from 
above. All real Christians will admit that the spirit 
helps the infirmities of true gospel ministers to preach 
according to the Scriptures. But these have new truths 
as they say revealed. They are much influenced by 
dreams, visions, and remarkable impulses in deter- 
mining their duty, and obtaining evidence of thetr Safe 
state. They glor y inan ignorant ministry. M: any 
of their teachers have scarce abilit ty to re ad the sc rip- 
tures” &c. &c. &c. When this public ation first fell 
into my hands, and I observed the above extract, I 
confess I was some what surprised ; as-1 had no idea 
that the people with whom I had formed so dear a 
connexion, were taxable with the above charges. 
But, aware, that in the then present fluctuating state 
of religious aflairs, it was possible for errors to have 
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crept into the church; especially while the spirit of 
religious freedom was so mightily prevailing among 
the people of all grades, and our brethren so anxious 
for union with all saints, and opening their doors to 
the teachers of all religious sects, and inviting to their 
communion the pious of all denominations. | there- 
fore have thought it prudent to suffer patiently, and 
midnie no remonstrance against this unprovoked attack 

pon our religious character, until a general examin- 

tion might be made among our ministers and church- 

3 to see if those things were so. but after a diligent 

ened and bearing my scourging almost six years ; 

! thank eee: & think myself happy, that I am permit- 
ed to answer for myself, ‘touching t those things whereof 
and my pe ople have heen accused, by Mr. Rand. 

The above extract contains five rediculous charges, 
vhich Mr. Rand judges sufficient to exclude our 
whole community from his Christian Fellowship, and 

whic h if true, might be thought nl a candid person) 
ificient to aut them all out of the kingdom of heav- 
ens I would here remark, that I feel no dispositior 
to vetaliate, by retorting upon Mr. Rand and _ his fa 
vorite sect, the same measure of reproachful cen- 
sures, which he has without : ny just provocation heap- 
ed upon us. For | verily believe there are many 
cood ministers and people, among those called Con- 
gre; rationalists, whom I love and respect as some of 
the excellent of the earth ; and with whom I expect 
to reign in glory. But as a lover of truth, and minis- 
ter of Christ, | think it my indispensable duty to state 
what I know to be facts respecting those things 
whereof we are accused by Mr. Rand, and leave a 
candid public to judge, whether our faith and prac- 
tice as a wa have been such, asto deserve those 
censures. 1. Mr. Rand says,“ they often speak in 
terms of irreverence and even contempt of the sacred 
volume.” ‘This seems to be his princ ipal and funda. 





























wal 


™ 
— 


_ 


OE ee Ss Nay Ma 


- 


ror oe 
een 0 Alc DOE A Pm 









938 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


mental charge; the other four, he only adduces to 
see idate and prove this ; so as to make out his story. 
. As to the sacred volume, the Holy Bible. It isa 
Ww vel known fact (in New- “Hampshire Vermont, and 
the State of Maine, where those people have mostly 
prevailed,) that the people called Freewill Baptist, 
have put as high if not a higher estimate on the bi- 
ble, than any denomination of christians now known. 
It can be proved by their most eminent records, as 
well as by living witnesses ; that from their first rise 
to the present day, they have ever took the Holy 
Scriptures as their only rule of faith and practice, and 
book of diseipline.. And have constantly recommenc- 
ed, or given them as such to every minister they have 
ordained, and to every church they have emb odied, 
and to every member they have baptized ; and re- 
ceived into fellowship. And many of our ministers 
are so zealous for the Holy Sc ripture s, that they will 
not even receive a single member, whet! er old or 
young, male or female, Eilees they will publicly prom- 
ise to take the bible as their daly. Qe. of faith and 
practice ; to the exclusion of all the creeds and disci- 
plines inver:ted by men. We have been often re- 
proacl hed and slured by people of other denomina- 
tions, for having no articles of faith but the bible ; and 
for havi ing no book of dis cipline but the bible. And 
yet Mr. “Rand can say of us, “they often speak 
in terms of irreverence and even contempt of the sa- 
cred volume.” And to prove his assertion, he says, 
“ often have I heard among them myself, that the i 
ble is not the word of God.” And to substantiate the 
whole, he says, “ their preac hers and d exhorters pre- 
tend to speak what ts given them immediately from 
above” &c. And to make the w he story hang to- 
gether, and to put the matter beyond a doubt that he 
had stated facts, he adds, “ many of th eir teachers 
have scarce ability to read the sc riptures,” And to 
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form his climax, and put on his capsheet, he says, 
‘they glory in an ignorant ministry.” I will not pre 
tend to say, that Mr. Rand never heard one of the 
dates: Bapti ist say, that the bible was not the 
-ord of God. I know there are a great many teaclhi- 
ers in Gorham, who love to dispute upon religious sub- 
cts. And I think it more likely than not.that Mr. 
Rand might fall into dispute with some of his neigh- 
ours, about the word of God. And some of them, 
sither for the sake of argument, or for want of a thor- 
ish acquaintance with th e SC ry tures, or for want ot 
right division of the word, or a rig ‘ht application. of 
those passages which mention the w ord of God ; might 
ot] Mr. Rand that the bible was not the word. of God. 
Yor instance, Mr. Rand micht tell them that the bible 
was the word of God. And they might tell him that 
lesus Christ who was the author of the bible. was the 
word of God. And both might have been proved by 
he bible, without invalidating the sacred volume. 
For it is evident that Jesus Curist is called the word 
of God in several places, as in John i. 1 and 1 id 
i John v, 7, and Rev. xix, 13. So the scriptures 


are called - e word of God, Isia xl. 8. Mark vu, 13 
rnd 2 2, be , 19, and in several other piaces. And 
little brot ae y love, and a small measure of the spirit 


by W hic! h the scriptures were written might have ea- 
sily reconciled -the difficulty wit! 
much acrimony. But men general 

bout those things which they are the most ignorant 
of. At any rate, every candid p erson must allow that 
it 1s not only uncharitable, but high ly imp roper, for a 
man who professes to be a mind ister of C hrist, to cen- 
sure a whole community as being unworthy > of chris- 
tian fellowship ; fer a word that. may drop from ar 
individu: ral or two In a warm de! bate, on some contro 
verted subject. Lam very certain that the peo; 


calle d Freewill Baptist, hold the Holy Scriptures t 
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be the written word of God ; and that they were wriy 
ten by divine inspiration, and are profitable for doc. 
trine, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. And it is on this account that 
they as a people have embraced them as their only 
rule of faith and practice ; and | am confident that 
nothing would give them more grief than to hear any 
person speak in terms of irreverence or contempt of 
the sacred volume. Again Mr. Rand says, “ their 
preachers and exhorters pretend to speak what is 
given them immediately from above.” Again he 


says, “ But these have new truths as they say reveal-| 


ed.” Does this look like the conduct of a people who 
for more than ferty years have separated themselves 
from all other religious sects for the sake of taking 
the Holy Scriptures as their only rule of faith and prac 
tice? ‘he candid public must judge for themselves. 
From what Mr. Rand has here asserted, a person un- 
acquainted with the people called Freewill Baptist 
must necessarily conclude, that their preachers and 
exhorters have entirely laid the bible aside ; that 
they make no account of it ; that they do not preten¢ 
to carry one to meeting with them, or even to have 
one in their houses; that they depend altogether up: 
on new revelations &c. Whereas the truth is, the 
Freewill Baptist preachers confine themselves a almost 
entirely to the study of the Holy Scriptures, and 
probab ly read then more than they do all other 
books in the world ; and select their subjects for pub- 
lic improvement from the bible, & reason with the peo: 
ple out of the se riptures ; : and hold to no revelatior 
only what the scriptures testify .of. How ever, while 
Mr. Rand was making the above charges, in order te 


ingratiate himself to the’ peop le as @ true £ ospel ministe , 


He observes, “all real christians will ati that the 








spirit helps the infirmities of true gospel ministers.” 
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St) preach according to the scriptures.” Here 1 would 


remark, that what Mr. Rand says, all real christians 
admit, is just what the Freewill Baptist believe; that 
is, they believe, that the Holy Scriptures, were written 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit ; and that no man 
can understand them himself, or suitably apply them 


' to others without a measure of the same spirit by 
| which they were written. The bible is altogether a 


sealed book to an unconverted man ; for the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for 


they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know 


them because they are spiritually discerned. Indeed, 
we hold that a person cannot be convicted, and con- 
verted, and become a real christian, without a meas- 
ure of the same spirit, much less to become an able 
minister of the New ‘Testament. An unconverted 
man notwithstanding all his literary acquirements, is 
full of tmfirmaties ; and is no more fit for a Dector of 
Divinity, than a man that is full of wounds and _bruis- 
es and putrifying sores is for an earthly Physician : 
and as unsuitable to take the oversight and pastoral 
charge of a church of Christ ; asa wolf would be te 
watch a flock of sheep. I do not pretend to judge 
of Mr. Rand’s piety ; [hope he is a good man ; and 
if he is not now, I hope he will be before he dies. 
But I frankly give it as my opinion, that he had not 
much of the. spirit to help his infirmities, when he 
wrote and read those two sermons on Christian Fel- 
lowship. For the inspired apostle says, “ though I 
speak with tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, | am become as sounding brass, and @ 
tinkling cymbal.” Again he says, “ many of their 
teachers have scarce ability to read the scriptures.” 
This declaration must indeed appear strange, and 
evea ridiculous, to a stranger who has read the geog- 
raphy of our country, and especially if he has be> 
come acquainted with our literary advantages in the 
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New-England States ; where every town, and eyep 
every district in town, is by law furnished with an ip. 
structor of good moral conduct, who is able to teach 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and the 
English Grammar; and many of those instructors if 
requested can teach the Latin, and Greek languages 
and the bible is introduced as one of the most impor. 
tant school books ; and there is scarcely a child of 
common sense of twelve years of age in the country, 
but what can read a chapter in the bible decently; 
and many that can do it much younger. And ye 
Mr. Rand can say of us “many of their teachers 
have scarce ability to read the scriptures.” But he 
accounts for all this, by saying, “ they glory in an ig. 
norant ministry.” Ihave no reflections to cast, | 
have nothing to boast of; we are all ignorant enough, 


_- But if what Mr. Rand has here stated so roundly, is a} 


fact; itis remarkably strange that their congregs 


tions and churches are generally so large ; and that 
so many persons of abilities and literary characters 
are to be found among their adherents. But I sup- 


pose Mr. Rand meant te be understood, that the peo- 
ple called Freewill Baptist despised human learning. 
But if that was his meaning, | am very positive that 
he labored under a very great mistake. For I know 
of no people who strive harder to obtain useful in- 
struction than the people called Freewill Baptist. It 
is a fact, that we do not join with old Pilot to put the 
Heprew, Greek, and Latin, up over the head of Jz- 
sus. It isa good thing for a minister to be well stock- 
ed with human learning ; if he knows what to do with 
it when he has got it; and keeps it in its proper 
place ; asit not only furnishes him with correct ideas 
of what has transpired under the several dispensa- 
tions since the fall of man ; and the present diversifi- 
ed situations and conditions of the human family ; but 
also furnishes him with a variety of words, easy to be 
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understood, whereby he can with less ambiguity, and 
more clearness, communicate his ideas to his promis- 


‘yous audience. But when we place learning instead 


af sound abilities, or in the place of grace, we always 
do wrong. It will do for an Hagar ; but not for a 
Sarah ; it will make an excellent handmaid; but a 
niserable mistress. A sanctified heart is better than 
i silver tongue ; and an heart fullof grace, is better 
than an head full of notions. Notional knowledge 
pane? serves to make mens heads giddy ; but 
nil never make their hearts holy. Nothing has ever 
one more harm in christendom than the induction of 
unconverted and man-made ministry. I wish to 
cast no reflections on any religious society whatev- 
er. But is it not a notorious fact, that unconverted 
d men-made ministers, = been the bane of many 
ed societies ; anda public nuisance to the general 
cause of ne ? IT cannoi gay what Mr. Rand’ 5 ac- 
aired abilities are, or what his claims are to scientif- 
c improvements ; but if his le: arning does not cate 
the hounds of his Christian Fellowsht ip ; [should sup- 
pose he would cut but a small figure as a champion in . 
the spacious field of science ; and shine but dimly as 
astar in the literary horizon. But [ judge him not ; 

) his own master he standeth or falleth. I wish him 
ae every man well, and I have no doubt but he has 
ability enough to read the bible, and I hope he will 
read it more, and more prayerfully, and strive to have 
more of the spirit by which it was written; that he 
may understand it better, and be more disposed to 
practice its precepts. Mr. Rand has said much about 
the conduct of the Freewill Baptist in Gorham and 
charges them with the neglect of the worship of God, 
and the profanation of the Sabbath &c ; and seems to 
found his opinion of the whole community upon what 
had transpired in his own neighborhood. It is grant- 
ed that the brethren in Gorham, have passed through 
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great trials for many years past, for want of a regular 
pastor to keep regular gospel order among them, and 
it is hoped that they will be supplied, and that God 
will send them one after his own heart ; that will feed 
them with knowledge and unders taniling. 

The present prospect in Gorham is promising 5 the 
attention of the people is very much called up, and 
love and harmony begins to prevail, and there is quite 
an appearance of an union among the different sects. 
They have lately united in erecting a very hands8me 
and convenient Meeting- House near Gorham corner, 
with this inscription, Ree Meetine-Hovuse. It was 
dedicated tu God on the 18th of last month. Several 
ministers of different denominations united in divine 
service; and a most beautiful harmony existed 
through the whole scene. A ver y large and — 
ble audience attended on the occasion, and conducted 
with great decency and solemnity. Three sermons 
were delivered on the occasion. The first by the 
Editor from Hag. ii, 9. The second by elder Asa 
Heath of Searborough, from the 6 and 7th verses of 
the same chapter. Thethird, by Elder Abner Flan- 
ders of Buxton, from John vit, 36. The saints of all 
denominations appeared to be comforted ; and _ sin- 
ners appeared to be deeply affected, love appeared to 
run from heart to heart. ‘The scene was so glorious, 
that some thought it was really a prelude of the mil- 

lenium, or an omen of some very glorious event. 

The preachers of our order are invited to fill the 
desk as often as they can; and are requested to send 
on their appointments, to snene Baker of that town, 
so that proper notice may be given. 





A HYMN FOR DEDICATION. 
Thou great I am, to thee we raise, 
A joyful song of grateful praise, 
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© may our thanks like incense rise, 
Approv’d of thee above the skies. 


We bless thee for thine only son, 
The great mysterious, holy one, 

In him we full redemption know, 
From sin and death and endless woe. 


We bless thee for this house of prayer, 
»Sweet pledge of thine indulgent care, 

Blest token of thy kind design, 

To let thy grace on thousands shine. 


We bless thee for thy matchless grace, 
To aid us in this sacred place, * 
While we our thankful homage pay, 

To him who bore our sins away. 


Long may this favoured mansion stand. 
Distinguished by thy’ gracious hand, 
Let mourning sinners here find rest, 
And saints proclaim the saviour blest. 


When e’er within these walls we meet, 
O may we find a blest retreat, 

And in this house which thou hast given, 
Prepare us for a throne in heaven. 


N. B. The music was excellent, and all the inter- 


_ vals in the time of divine service was filled up with 
| beautiful anthems suited to the occasion. 


att TC 


CHURCH OF GORHAM. 


The church in Gorham, as observed, have been 


several years without any regular pastor, and of 


course their meetings have been but thinly attended ; 
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except when some travelling preacher came along. 
However a number have pretty steadily kept up fain- 
ily and public worship. Their present number of 
baptized members are 40. Elder Clement Phinny, 
who resides in the upper part of the town, is a regular 


ordained Minister ; but travels a great part of his 
time. 


‘MORE GOOD NEWS. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor, dated at Woolwich (Me.) 
May 30th 3822. 
Dear Sir, 

“ Expecting that as eold waters to a thirsty soul is 
acceptable, so will the news of a reformation be to 
you. The Lord has once more poured out his spirit 
m the town of Woolwich ina very wonderful and 
glorious manner. About the beginning of January 
last, Elder John M. Baily, appointed several meetings 
in his own neighborhood ; and the Lord began to 
work in their midst. A goodly number in the course 
of a few weeks, were hopefully converted ; and from 
that time to the present; the work has spread through 
every part of the town; till about 122 have been con- 
verted, 30 have been baptized and added to this 
church, about as many more to the Calvinist Baptist 
church ; and a number to the Congr egational church. 
Elder Allen Files, has been labori ing in this place 
since February, and the Lord has blessed his labors 
remarkably. ‘This church with a very few excep- 
tions, Is in good union. Our present number, (exclu- 
sive of those who have removed to other parts) 1s 
120. 

Ordained Minister, John M. Baily. 
Jj. Ls SAVAGE, Chh. Clerk. 
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Nore—Since the writing of the foregoing pages the fol- 
lowing is added, by the Editor. 


CHURCH AT PARSONSFIELD & CORNISH. 


A very glorious revival of religion commenced in 
the lower end oi i’ ARsONSFIELD and South part of Cor- 
xisH about eighteen months ago ; which has been no- 
ticed in some of my former numbers; and the work 
has been gradually spreading ever since; and many 
of the inhabitants of both towns, have been the happy 
sharers in the glorious work. People of all ranks, 
and of different ages have professed to have found 
him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did 
write ; * Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph ;” and 
it is probable, that as many as fifty or sixty in the 
course of the revival, have experienced religion for 
the first time; and many others who had been ina 
backslidden state, Jrave taken to them words and re- 
turned to the Lord, and appear now to be well enga- 
ged in the cause of the glorious redeemer. On 
Wednesday the third of July, I attended a meeting at 
Elder Christopher Bullock’s (who at present resides in 
that region,) and embodied achurch consisting of 
thirty four members, and put them in gospel order, 
under the watch of the above named Elder Bullock, 
and I do not recollect that ever I witnessed a more 
solemn and effecting scene. 


CHURCH AT LIMERICK, (Me. 


Wednesday July 10th 1822, being appointed in 
council with a number of others, I attended a meeting 
at Limerick corner and after due examination of the 
candidates, we embedied a church consiting of thirty 
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six members, and put them in gospel order. They 
have no ordained minister at present; but brother 
Elias Libby, who is a resident in the place, and has been 
a great instrument in the late revival there, has lately 
devoted and given himself up to the work of the min- 
istry, and is improving his gift among them, with 
great apparent success. And I have no doubt if 
they keep humble, and walk in Christ as they have 
received him, they will before long witness a very 
glorious ingathering of souls. Great solemnity, ac- 
companied with tenderness, appears to rest on the 
minds of people in general, and new cases of convic- 
tion and conversion frequently occur ; and the united 
prayers of brethren, are daily ascending to the 
throne of grace, for the outpouring of the spirit, and 
we have every encouragement to hope that God will 
hear their prayers, and add daily to their number. 


Revival of Religion.in Effingham N. H. 


A remarkable revival has recently taken place in 
that part of Effingham formerly called Ossipee-Gore ; 
which began almost without any visible instramen- 
tality. A brother who lives in the vicinity informed 
me, that it took place in the following manner, viz. 
A couple of young women who had become serious in 
their minds retired to an orchard for secret prayer ; 
and while they were there lamenting and bemoaning 
their lost situation, and begging of God to have mercy 
on their souls ; they happened to be overheared by 
some of their sinful companions ; who upon hearing 
them were so affeeted that they soon followed the exam. 
ple; and the work bezan to spread ina marvelous 
manner. About 20 have professed to have experien- 
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eed a saving change within a few weeks p: ast, and the 
work is still spreading, ‘The subjects are principally 
young men and young women in the bloom of life ; 
and some of the most respectable in the place. i 
made them a visit about two weeks ago, and attended 
a meeting of public worship with the converts, and 
had the priviledge of hearing the improvement of sev- 
eral of their gifts ; and must r éonfess, that I was much 
edified in hearing them relate the wonderful dealings 
of God with their souls ; I thought I could adopt the 
language of Scripture, and say, “ this is the Lords 
doing and itis marvelous in our eyes.” Tam im 
formed since, that the work is still spreading, and 
that their number is increasing. Elder Jonathan 
Woodm: an, who lives in the town, having returned 
from his journey to Vermont, is now engaged in the 
work, and the probability is, that there will be a gen- 


eral spread. 
—_——————S3 I ——— 


A QUESTION. 


What are the true signs of a revival of Religion ina 
town ? 

Ans. 1. When the saints begin to feel a constant 
and ardent desire for an outpouring of the spirit of 
God, and an ingathering of souls ; and begin deeply 
to sigh, and cry, for the abominations that are in the 
land. 

When the minister of the town, begins to 
havea deep sense of the worth of souls under his 
charge ; and a deep sense of his responsibility to 
God in all his public improvements ; and begins to 
weep between the porch and altar; saying, “ spare 
thy people O Lord, and give not thine heritage te 
reproach and emphatically preaches repentance tar 
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ward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
only terms of justification with God.” 

3. When his congregation begin to be very so- 
lemn, and a general seriousness and tenderness be- 
gins to appear on the countenanees of the youth. 

4. When the youth begin to avoid alluring compa- 
ny and turn their backs upon the gay circles of life ; 
and refrain from what the world calls civil recrea- 
tions ; and retire to their closets, and read their bibles, 
and lay aside all their unnecessary ofnaments ; and 
pull the curls out of their hair ; and begin to enquire, 
‘what must I do to be saved 2” and fr equently at- 
tend the meetings of worship, and religious confer- 
ences. 

5. When the prayerless husband and wife, begin 
to confess their neglect of duty to each other; and 
disobedient children confess to their parents, and ask 
their pardon and prayers ; and the old broils begin to 
be settled up in the neighbourhood,cach one confessing 
their faults, one to another & smiting upon their breas ts 
crying “ God be merciful to me a sinner :” Then 
you may assuredly know that the kingdom of God 
is at hand; and that the Set time to favor Zion is 
come, and expect soon to hear young converts sing- 
ing on the banks of de liverance; and chirpi ing on the 
boughs of free grace, and to see ‘large additions made 
to the church of such as shall be saved. 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT QUESTION. 


Which are the best means to be used to obtain a 
when both the minister and the 
y wig and scattered state ? 


Ans. 1. Let the minister faithfully examine himself, 


revival, 
church ere ma luke 


and Sinies from whence he is fallen, and repent 
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and do his first work—Let him leave his bed of sloth ; 
and in his meditation repair a second time to the 
midst of the valley of dry bones; and take another 
eeneral survey of the deplorable situation of his per- 
ishing fellow mortals—Let him solemnly call to mind 
the awful charge he once there received, “ son of 
man prophesy upon these dry bones.” And let him 
also recollect the solemn charge he received with the 
laying on of hands, to “ pres ach the word, to be in- 
stant in season and out of season.” And let him so- 
lemnly ask himself the question, Am 1 as much enga- 
ged now for the glory of God, and good of souls, as I 
vas when I first entered the public ministry ? And if 
were now called, should I be able to give an account 
of my stewardship ? and then let him proceed as God 
— direct. 

2. Let all the brethren examine thémselves wheth- 
er they are really in the faith, and what they profess 
to be; and whether they keep so close a walk with 
God, as they did in the days of their espousals. And 
whether they walk in Christ as they received him 
&c. Yea, let them repair again to their closets, and 

cry mightily to God to pour out his spirit unto them, 
and make known his words to them, and let them 
daily rise early in the morning and call their little 
families around them, and read a portion of scripture, 
sing a hymn, and pray to God as they used to do 
when they first espoused the cause of religion ; and 

carefully do whatever God has commanded, and a- 
void whatever he has forbidden ; and in this way, 
there is no doubt, but the work will soon revive, and 
Zion will travel and bring forth her children. 




























nn ne ST Ray 





